Draft 

 “Caspian Dialog - 3” 
International conference

Resolution 

The third session of the “Caspian Dialog” International Conference 

Adopts the following resolution:

 We, the participants of the “Caspian Dialog” International Conferenceс organized by  the Processes of International Negotiation (PIN) Program of the International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) (Austria) and the Institute of World Economy and  Politics under the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Foundation (Kazakhstan) have gathered in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from 3to 4 October 2008 for the third session of the conference.  

We express our deep appreciation to the host institutions in Kazakhstan for their support and hospitality;

We express our support for the Tehran Convention on the Caspian Environment, calling upon the signatories to complete cooperation in developing environmental policies and then enforcing them for the sake of the long-term sustainability of the Caspian sea (in terms of environment, ecosystems, economics (tourism, recreation, fishing, water supply);
We confirm commitment to the principles of enhancing the confidence-building measures in Caspian Sea region and the conditions for all present regional issues and disputes settlement; 

We express deep concern, that during the last years, despite the positive trends of interaction and dialog of Caspian states on wide range of bilateral and multilateral cooperation issues has emerged, the most crucial problem issue of the Caspian reality today, is the absence of a single universal Convention, defining all important aspects, the states of region are facing, as the legal status of the sea, seafloor delimitation, navigation, hydrocarbon resources development, management of  environmental protection activities, fishery, etc. The October 16th 2007 Caspian Sea States Summit in Tehran has laid a good foundation for further interaction of sides on this issue settlement. Promoting the summit decisions, “Caspian Dialog-3” International Conference participants have discussed the possible ways of Caspian states’ positions adjustment. In this connection, the need for inviting to discussion the leading international and regional experts in this field and studying the leading international experience was emphasized; 

We stress that the important economical and political significance for modern regional development and realization each of the five Caspian states’ economic potential is to assign the regulations on landlocked Caspian states right to free transit of nonmilitary transport facilities and access to the Great Oceans, which was specified in the range of international treaties; 

In recognizing the development challenges confronting the Caspian region within complicated geo-strategic and geo-economic conditions, we urge the demilitarization of the basin in order to promote the security and stability of the region and the maintenance the Caspian sea as the area of peace and cooperation, free of military threats and conflicts, which requires mutual trust among the states and peoples of the region. The all Caspian states and out-of-region actors, engaged in Caspian region development, should focus their attention on taking the practical measures to achieve the main strategic goals: regional cooperation development and legal instruments enhancement in combating extremism, terrorism, arms and drugs smuggling, illegal migration, poaching, etc. Hence, the strengthening cooperation in energy sector is of a strategic significance for the region. The hydrocarbon resources development in the region should be maintained by safe, secure and cost-beneficial transit routes to the world markets;  

We are convinced that nowadays, in the course of hydrocarbon resources development and extraction process activation, the issues of ecology and environment are usually on the background of the transnational companies working there. This process leads to large risks for nature ecosystem and dangers the unique diversity of water life of the basin, which has to be saved for present and future generations. The conference underlines the importance of concordance of all industrial aspects of Caspian region development within measures on Caspian biodiversity and natural resources protection (rare species of sturgeons, seals, birds);    

Being aware that, the current state of Caspian bio resources and measures of environmental sanitation have to take significant place in Caspian states’ policy and international projects on regional development support, the conference participants encourages to strengthen the measures of environmental control in the Caspian and accelerate the process of new technological innovations implementation in the field of oil and gas production, refinement and raw materials transportation, to minimize the negative impact on ecology; 

We acknowledge that one of the important factors of current development in Caspian region is the issue of social responsibility policy of Caspian states and transnational companies. Without creating necessary conditions such as proper transport network structure, residential community, communications, etc. the prospects for regional development and emergence of coastline area as social attractive territory are obscure. The existing economic projects should be concentrated on development of investment conditions in the region, aimed to economic and humanitarian progress in the states of the region;  

Recognizing that the last conference has indicated the growing interest from the governmental structures, expert community and public of states of the region in solving the problems Caspian region is facing today,

1. We are determined to invite all interested parties to accelerate the efforts on remaining disputes settlement in the Caspian and necessary international law and internal law regulations elaboration, which promote the strengthening of peace and security in the region, prosperity of coastline states and its people;

2. We call for the reduction of fishing effort in sturgeon fisheries until a multilateral stock assessment and management framework has been established and implemented, and strengthened enforcement of the ban on fishing at sea
3. We call on Caspian states’ civil society and non-governmental organizations to develop greater knowledge of Caspian conditions and on governments to increase cooperative measures to deal with common problems of the Caspian basin;
4. We call  for the establishment of a forum of appropriate scholars from all five coastal states to conduct an in-depth study of options for governance of the Caspian Sea, to seek consensus on a credible and politically desirable mechanism, and propose that mechanism to policymakers;

5. We call for littoral states’ agreement to:
1) Improve Caspian water quality; 

2) Develop common environmental regulations governing industrial (fishing, energy, agriculture, tourism, and more) practices and allowable pollutant loads;

3) Establish a regime for the enforcement of Caspian environmental regulations, such that regulations can be enforced by authorities from any of the littoral states or a joint environmental enforcement agency; 

4) Set limits to pollutant concentrations entering the Caspian sea from rivers, 

5) Create stakeholder organizations within river basins flowing into the Caspian to ensure all interests are heard and improve water quality and equity among water uses

6) Negotiate allowable pollution limits to improve the quality of water.  

6. Hence, we resolve to …
7. We endorse …
8. We encourage …
9. We therefore decide to meet again in 2009 in the region, to follow up on the provisions of this resolution.

We do believe, that the abovementioned recommendations of “Caspian Dialog - 3” conference can significantly contribute to the agenda of forthcoming Caspian Sea States Summit, which is to be held in autumn 2008, as a complex of concentrated expert evaluation of existing problems and cooperation priorities in Caspian region. 

