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Selected Awards, Memberships, and Highly-Competitive Grants 
 

Nobel Prize 

IIASA scientists have been awarded the Nobel Prize four times: 

• The Nobel Peace Prize (2007) was awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and Al Gore for “their efforts to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about man-
made climate change, and to lay the foundations for the measures that are needed to 
counteract such change.” Between 1990 and 2007, 23 IIASA scientists contributed to IPCC 
reports. Most recently, 19 IIASA researchers contributed to the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report. 

• The Nobel Prize for Economics (2005) was awarded to Professor Thomas C. Schelling for “having 
enhanced our understanding of conflict and cooperation through game-theory analysis.” He 
worked at IIASA between 1994 and 1999. 

• The Nobel Prize for Chemistry (1995) was awarded to Professor Paul Crutzen "for his work in 
atmospheric chemistry, particularly concerning the formation and decomposition of ozone." He 
has had a long-standing affiliation with IIASA, starting in the 1980s.  

• The Nobel Prize in Economics (1975) was awarded to Professor Tjalling Koopmans and Professor 
Leonid Kantorovich "for their contributions to the theory of optimum allocation of resources." 
The economists both worked at IIASA during the 1970s.  

Highly-competitive Grants 

IIASA researchers have received seven highly-competitive grants from the European Research Council 
(ERC) for frontier research: 

• €1.4 million ERC Consolidator Grant to IIASA’s Steffen Fritz to build a network of citizen 
scientists in Austria and Kenya to collect land-use data and improve cropland maps. 

• €2.3 million ERC  Advanced Grant to IIASA’s Wolfgang Lutz to consider how society adapts to 
climate change. 

• €13.6 million ERC Synergy Grant to a consortium of four partners including IIASA’s Michael 
Obersteiner to explore current changes in the carbon, phosphorus, and nitrogen balances in the 
different ecosystems of the planet and assess the impact of the imbalances between these three 
elements for life on Earth. 
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• €1.5 million ERC European Starting Grant to IIASA’s Tony Patt to examine the risks and 
consequences of Europe getting a large part of its energy from solar and wind farms in the 
Sahara.  

• €0.9 million ERC Starting Grant to IIASA’s Narasimha Rao to explore the intersection between 
energy access, climate change, and poverty. 

• €2.2 million ERC  Advanced Grant to IIASA’s Serguei Scherbov to explore population aging and its 
impacts on Europe and beyond. 

• €1 million ERC European Starting Grant to IIASA’s Vegard Skirbekk to research how elements, 
such as productivity, attitudes, and beliefs are destined to change in Europe in the next 50 years 

Advisory Boards 

IIASA researchers are members of 83 advisory boards and steering committees, including: 

• Leadership Council of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) which 
provides input to define the Sustainable Development Goals  

• UN Secretary General Technical Group on Sustainable Energy for All which aims, by 2030, to (1) 
ensure universal access to modern energy services; (2) double the global rate of improvement in 
energy efficiency; and (3) double the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix. 

• Advisory Council of the German Government on Global Change (WBGU) 
• Global Carbon Project which aims to develop a complete picture of the global carbon cycle, 

including both its biophysical and human dimensions together with the interactions and 
feedbacks between them. 

• Scientific Advisory Panel to the Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-Lived Climate 
Pollutants which aims to accelerate global action on reducing emissions of methane, black 
carbon and HFCs.  

Rankings 

Several organizations produce rankings of the leading think tanks in a variety of categories and the 
following have ranked IIASA: 

• The International Center for Climate Governance named IIASA in the top five think tanks for 
climate change economics and policy worldwide in the 2013 ICCG Climate Think Tank Ranking. 

• The Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program of the University of Pennsylvania ranks over 6500 
think tanks in its 2013 Global Go To Think Tank Index. It ranked IIASA as number 15 in its list of 
top science and technology think tanks and number 43 in its list of top environment think tanks. 

Editorships 

• Numerous IIASA scientists have been appointed to editorships or the editorial boards of peer-
reviewed academic journals. In 2013 IIASA researchers held these positions in 109 journals 
ranging from Carbon Balance and Management to Current Opinion in Environmental 
Sustainability to Ecology and Society.  
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• In addition, IIASA researchers are regular reviewers for high-impact journals such Nature 
Climate Change and PNAS.  

Other Awards (2013-14) 

A selection of recent awards won by IIASA researchers:  

• Growers’ Nation, a mobile app developed by IIASA researchers, has won the 2014 Group on 
Earth Observations (GEO) Appathon, a global app development competition aimed at unleashing 
the power of Earth Observations. 

• The Lundbeck Foundation ESOF2014 Communication Prize was awarded to IIASA World 
Population Program Director Wolfgang Lutz in June 2014. 

• Former IIASA Council Chair Simon Levin has received the 2014 Tyler Prize for Environmental 
Achievement, a prestigious award for research in environmental science. 

• The editors of the journal Environmental Science & Technology (ES&T) named a paper by 
researchers from IIASA and Norway as the best policy paper of 2013. 

• Environmental Research Letters (ERL) selected a paper by IIASA researcher on "Pathways to 
Achieve Universal Household Access to Modern Energy by 2030" as a research highlight of 2013. 
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