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"Fierce compe"ri+i6n for fresh water may well become a source of conflict & wars in
the future." Kofi Annan, March 2001
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GreatéF Himalayas: world’s “water
tower”; 1.5 bn people in 7 basins; .
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August 1951.... David Lilienthal ex TvVA Chairman; US Atomic Energy Commission
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POLIO IS LOSING
ITS PUNCH
By John Lear

Lilienthal’s key principles:

« A political approach based on technical
and engineering data: the Indus Basin
constituted a single hydrological unit.

 India and Pakistan needed to work
together in a joint use of this truly
international river basin on an engineering
basis.

« Dividing the basin between states ignored
the rivers’ ability to tie human actors and
environmental processes on both sides of
the border together. Political and
administrative boundaries within the basin
were human imposition.

After the trauma of Partition, both leaders
(Nehru, Liagat Ali Khan) did not agree to
work together... split allocation of Indus
tributaries




"But the water problems of our world need not be only a cause of tension; they can
also be a catalyst for cooperation. If we work together, a secure & sustainable
water future can be ours." Kofi Annan Feb 2002
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